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HOW WE DRIVE directly impacts the safety of our families, friends and neighbors. Whether it’s speeding or running 

a red light, ignoring the rules of the road can have disastrous consequences.

Lives are at stake. And that’s why Chula Vista police have teamed up with the City’s Engineering experts to change high-

risk behavior behind the wheel. They share an objective—safe neighborhoods and safe streets. Their effort, known as the 

Neighborhood Traffic and Pedestrian Safety Program, was launched last fall and includes the successful Stop on Red campaign, 

which prompted a marked reduction in collisions caused by drivers who run red lights. 

click here to jump to Safer Streets, continued on page 4



In this special feature, 
Spotlight is helping you 
discover some of Chula 
Vista’s new businesses—
often family-run—opening 
across the City.

The Orphinage Sk aTe ShOp—a store that ca-
ters to the world of skateboarding—isn’t a business you would expect 
to find on vintage Third Avenue. This is a shop that sells the hottest 
equipment and clothes for skaters. Kids know it as a “cool” place to 
hang out and watch the latest skate videos on a giant plasma TV.

“We are killing it with our girls section,” [translation: we have an 
amazing girls section] said Loli Romo, one of the owners. “We have 
lines that nobody else can carry, including Gwen Stefani’s Harajuku 
Lovers.”

Skateboards hang overhead, clothing racks line the walls and 
equipment beckons from display cases. The Orphinage—a family run 
business—is a skater’s dream and a magnet for the younger generation.

“This is the beginning of the age shift 
we’re looking for in the downtown,” observed 
Jack Blakely of the Third Avenue Village 
Association. “Once teenagers are exposed 
to Third Avenue, they’re more likely to shop 
and dine here as adults.” 

The Orphinage attracted a crush of young customers at its grand 
opening two years ago when members of the rock band P.O.D. ap-
peared to sign autographs. Wuv Bernardo, the band’s drummer, is 
one of the shop’s owners. His partners include his wife Terri, his 
sister Loli and her husband Tony Romo. 

“The guys saw the potential in Third Avenue,” explained Loli. “It’s 
a very grass roots type of store.” 

A strong family connection makes The Orphinage a unique place 
to visit. Bad behavior and foul language are never tolerated. “It’s a 
nice family environment. It’s cool,” said 20-year old Daniel Rodriguez, 
a member of the skateboard team sponsored by the skate shop. 

Experience The Orphinage yourself at 293 Third Avenue in down-
town Chula Vista.  

afTer yearS Of pl anning  and public input, the 
Urban Core Specific Plan (UCSP) has been approved by the Chula 
Vista City Council. So, what does that mean to you and your neigh-
bors? It means revitalization and redevelopment in the northwest 
area of the city where properties are older and in some cases, on 
the decline.

When revitalization occurs, crime rates drop, property values in-
crease and quality of life improves. Urban planners predict passage 
of the UCSP will attract investors whose projects will transform the 
City center into a vibrant pedestrian-friendly urban setting with new 
housing, business and shopping opportunities. 

New development will fund parks, libraries, fire stations, side-
walks, streets, lighting and sewers.

The UCSP is a zoning document that outlines land uses and 
building standards for approximately 600 acres on the city’s west 
side. Here, planners envision a great public transit system, improved 
bikeway facilities and an entertainment hub that may include movie 
theaters, a playhouse, outdoor dining and parks offering concerts 
and artistic performances. Loft-style apartments and street level 
retail space will blend with urban gardens and courtyards. 

The Urban Core Specific Plan will be closely monitored during its 
implementation, and all new development proposals will go through 
an extensive staff review and public outreach process before ap-
proval. Look for the latest information about Urban Core projects on 
the City’s website at www.chulavistaca.gov.  

revitalizing the Urban Core

home grown

Did You Know?
• You can plan your wedding, school production or church 

choir performance at the newly refurbished Memorial 
Bowl in Chula Vista. Call the Recreation department at 
(619) 691-5140 for availability and fee information. 

• If the Chula Vista Animal Care Facility recovers your lost 
pet, find it immediately at www.petharbor.com, which 
now updates the list of all impounded animals, daily.

• I Want To, a new feature on the City’s home page at www.
chulavistaca.gov, makes it easier for visitors to find the 
permits and services they need most. 

• Graffiti can be reported to Chula Vista’s Public Works 
Operations at (619) 691-5198 or (619) 397-6000. City staff 
will make every effort to remove graffiti within 48 hours.



Christmas in October
Join hundreds of volunteers October 

13, as they come to the rescue of local 
homeowners in need. The Christmas in 
October program, in its ninth year, 
provides free repairs and improve-
ments for selected homeowners. 
Beneficiaries are often disabled, 
low-income or elderly members of the 
community who are unable to keep up 
with maintaining their homes. If you, 
or someone you know qualify, pick up 
an application at Fire Station 1, located 
at 447 F Street. Call (619) 691-5213 for other 
locations and information about the program. Applications must be 
submitted by August 25. 

Nature Center Turns 20
Have you been to the Nature Center lately? Visit us as we cel-

ebrate our 20th anniversary and show off our world-class wildlife 
exhibits. Every year we get better and grow bigger, thanks to the 
generosity of donors and the hard work of our volunteers.

It all started in 1987 with a vacant 3.3 acre parcel of land on 
Gunpowder Point, acquired by the City as mitigation for the construc-
tion of SR-54. City leaders thought it was the perfect place for Chula 
Vistans to learn about our native wetlands and environmental pres-
ervation. They were right. Over the years, the center has evolved into 

an internationally 
recognized facility 
for local wildlife 
interpretation and 
endangered species 
research—and 
a place to enjoy 
the peace and 
serenity of the 
last remaining un- 
developed marsh 
on San Diego 
Bay.

Shade Tree 
Give-Away

Chula Vista homeowners can 
get up to five free trees through 
the new South Bay Shade program! Trees provide shade that 
reduces energy costs, improve local air and water quality, and 
increase property values. The program offers more than 20 tree 
varieties ranging from 10 to 15 gallons in size. 

For more information, call (858) 244-1181. The program is admin-
istered by the California Center for Sustainable Energy and funded 
through The Home Depot Foundation.

Get Engaged
Are you interested in learning how your city government works? 

Consider participating in the Citizens’ Academy for an inside look 
at Chula Vista’s programs, services, 
policies and issues. Tour city 
facilities, meet City Council members 
and interact with department heads 
and frontline staff. Civic engagement 
is important to any community; 
an informed public makes wise 
decisions about the future. The first 
Citizens’ Academy gets underway 
this fall. For more information or to 
download an application, visit www.
chulavistaca.gov. 

In the Lead 
Planners from around the county recently singled out the City of 

Chula Vista’s Planning and Building Department for two prestigious 
awards. The San Diego Chapter of the American Planning Association 
(APA) recognized the department for its strategic plan implementa-
tion and public outreach efforts including a quarterly newsletter and 
its Brown Bag lecture series.

Help Needed
The City is updating its storm water pollution prevention program 

and requires your help. Pollutants that flow into our storm water sys-
tem harm the environment, especially our water quality. Our staff 
is soliciting public input as we revise and shape a new policy that 
will be submitted to the City Council by the end of the year. To learn 
more, visit www.chulavistaca.gov/clean/stormwater or contact  
kaminpour@ci.chula-vista.ca.us.  



reporting Crime Online

CVpD iS nOw amOng  a handful of police depart-
ments in San Diego County to launch online crime reporting—a new 
trend in law enforcement across the country. Chula Vista rolled out 
its program this spring, after weeks of 
testing.

Reporting online is limited to less se-
rious crimes where there is no suspect 
information. The only requirements are 
Internet access and a valid e-mail ad-
dress. All Chula Vista’s libraries offer 
free Internet access.

As Chula Vista enters this new era 
of online reporting, crimes that can 
be reported over the Internet include non-injury vehicle collisions, 
non-injury hit and run collisions and lost cell phones. As the program 
expands, victims will be able to report petty theft, grand theft, lost 

property, vandalism and obscene phone calls. In the future, the sys-
tem will also be available in Spanish. 

Police are supportive of the online program because it frees up of-
ficers to respond to more serious calls. Consider 
this: In 2006, CVPD’s front counter logged 1,417 
lost cell phones. 

Those who take advantage of online crime 
reporting prefer the convenience and 24-hour, 
seven days a week access offered by the 
Internet. There is no waiting for someone to 
take a report.

Chula Vista Police worked with in-house staff 
from the department of Information Technology 

Services (ITS) to create a product tailored to meet local needs. 
You’re invited to check out online reporting at www.chulavistapd.

org. Look for the online reporting banner on the home page. 

Now, the program has a new focus—speeding. Since June, 
the Slow Down, Chula Vista! campaign has been cracking down on 
speeding motorists, citywide—with good reason. Statistics show 
that over a recent three-year period, speeding was the number one 
cause of collisions in Chula Vista. Over the next few months, be pre-
pared for increased enforcement throughout the community.

High-speed areas have been identified, and eight of the most 
dangerous locations have been targeted for special enforcement and 
engineering strategies to encourage drivers to slow down. Watch for 
us. We’ll be watching for you at the following locations: 
• East Orange Avenue between Melrose Ave. and Hilltop Dr.
• Olympic Parkway between Brandywine Ave. and Heritage Rd.
• L Street between Hilltop Dr. and Second Ave.
• East H Street between Paseo del Rey and Auburn Ave.
• Telegraph Canyon Road between Paseo del Rey and Paseo 

Ranchero
• H Street between Interstate 805 and Third Ave.
• Otay Lakes Road between Bonita Rd. and Canyon Dr.
• Olympic Parkway between Heritage Rd. and La Media Rd.

In a 2005 city survey, residents reported speeding as their top 
concern; yet most drivers have exceeded the speed limit at one time 
or another. We have little tolerance for other drivers who make us 
feel vulnerable and unsafe, but sometimes those “other drivers” can 
be us.

Safer Streets
continued from front page

On the road, remember these three simple rules:
1. Choose to be safe by obeying the speed limit and driving 

responsibly.
2. Allow enough time to reach your destination.
3. Accept the possibility that you might be late. A late arrival is 

better than no arrival.
We’re asking you to choose to be safe. Following the speed limit 

reduces injuries and prevents deaths. Slow Down, Chula Vista!
To learn more, go to www.chulavistaca.gov/trafficsafety or call 

(619) 691-5026.  



Music in 
the Park: A 
free concert se-
ries, from June 3 
through August 
26, celebrates its 
45th year in Chula 
Vista. Concerts are 
held on Sunday afternoons in several parks throughout the City. 
Gather your family and friends, pack your picnic dinner and enjoy 
the melodies! For more scheduling information, please continue 
to check the City’s website at www.chulavistaca.gov. Sponsored 
by the Chula Vista’s Office of Cultural Arts. 

Blast from the Past Car Show: Show off your clas-
sic car or motorcycle or stop by to enjoy the festivities every 
Tuesday evening from June 5 through September 4. Catch the 

Splash into Summer
action in downtown Chula Vista on Third Avenue between E and 
G Streets and enjoy music, food, raffle prizes and family fun. For 
more information, call the Third Avenue Village Association at 
(619) 422-1982.

Lemon Festival: Free 
family festival on August 
12 celebrating Chula Vista’s 
history as the lemon capital 
of the U.S. features live en-
tertainment on two stages, 
a classic car show, beer gar-
dens, kids’ fun zone, food and 
art. The fun begins at 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Third Avenue between E 
to H Streets. Sponsored by the Third Avenue Village Association, 
(619) 422-1982.

Taste of Third Avenue and Art Walk: Take a bite out 
of Third Avenue Village on a self-guided walking tour of some of 
the city’s best restaurants! Enjoy a feast for the senses—dine 
on savory cuisine, view displays of local artists, and experience 
the history and charm of Third Avenue at 5 p.m. on September 20. 
For ticket information and details, please call the Third Avenue 
Village Association, (619) 422-1982. 

For more information about events taking place in Chula Vista 
throughout the year, call the city’s special events hotline at (619) 
585-5682; or visit the City Calendar on the City’s Web site at www.
chulavistaca.gov. 

new rules to party By

expeCT STiff fineS  and maybe even jail time if 
your house party breaks the City’s new rules about noise or un-
derage drinking. 

Two new ordinances are now in effect, requiring Chula Vista 
residents to party more responsibly.
• The Social Host ordinance cracks down on anyone who hosts or 

allows a party where minors are drinking alcohol. 
• The Loud Party ordinance discourages music, radios or other 

amplified noise that are turned up too loud in residential 
neighborhoods between 11 p.m. and 8 a.m. 

Loud party calls to Chula Vista police have soared over the 
past few years—a 52 percent jump between January 2003 and 

December 2006. The new ordinance allows police to cite offend-
ers on a first response to a complaint of a loud party.

Similarly, the Social Host ordinance gets tough about under-
age drinking. Adults, often family members, are frequently a 
source of alcohol for minors. Social host liability laws send a clear 
message that adults have a responsibility in the way they manage 
their homes or other properties to prevent underage drinking par-
ties. Offenders are people who host, organize or allow the event; 
and people responsible for the residential or commercial property 
where the drinking occurs. 

Those who violate the new ordinances may face serious conse-
quences including fines up to $1,000 and jail sentences as long as 
six months. The Loud Party ordinance allows police to seize, as evi-
dence, any equipment creating too much noise, including vehicles.

For more information about these new ordinances, please call 
the Chula Vista Police Department Community Relations Unit at 
(619) 409-5466. 



“This is a project that means a lot to me. I love to read and 
learn,” said Schanz. “I hope the design inspires others to do the 
same.” 

The Library’s Book Bug is always recognized on city streets—
and now it has an exciting new look to it.

For more information on the library’s services, programs and 
events go online at www.chulavistalibrary.com or visit one of the 

three branches; Civic Center at 365 F St., South 
Chula Vista at 389 Orange Ave., or 

the EastLake Branch at 1130 
EastLake Parkway. 

The Chula Vista Spotlight newsletter is published five 
times per year and is distributed as a public service to 
residents and businesses by the City of Chula Vista. 
Copies are also available at various locations around 
the city. Send comments or inquiries to the Office of 
Communications, City of Chula Vista, 276 Fourth Avenue, 
Chula Vista, CA 91910. The city’s Web page address is  

www.chulavistaca.gov

City Council Cheryl Cox, Mayor
 Rudy Ramirez
 John McCann
 Jerry R. Rindone
 Steve Castaneda
City manager David R. Garcia

a ‘Book Bug’ Update

ChUl a ViSTa

SpOTlighT

l aDyBUgS, BUT TerflieS anD BeeS!  Look 
for a swarm of these colorful critters wherever you see the Chula 
Vista Library’s brand new convertible Volkswagen Book Bug. It’s 
interesting, friendly and fun—just like your local library.

For years, the Book Bug has been a goodwill ambassador to 
the community, spreading the word about reading and services 
available at the City’s libraries. This year, there’s a new model 
Book Bug in town, courtesy of South Bay Volkswagen and the 
Chula Vista Library Foundation. 

“Reading and literacy are extremely 
important parts of our community and 
always need our support,” said 
Rudy Erm, President and owner 
of South Bay Volkswagen.

Look for Book 
Bug appearanc-
es at schools, 
parades, spe-
cial events 
and concerts. 
It’s hard to 
miss, thanks 
to the work of 
the city’s Senior 
Graphic Designer, 
Kim Schanz.


